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Welcome to The World of Books on EnglishWaves. Together 

let us embark on a journey, exploring

and discovering new worlds. It is said that books open the 

crystallize the wisdom of the ages or simply tell a beautiful story. In this new series, we 

will be taking a well-known author and his or her latest work and delving into it. Do 

write back to us, if there is any particular auth

In our first episode, we discuss the well

Hampshire in 1942, he published his first novel when he was just 26. He won 

international acclaim for his novels such as The 

House Rules and many more. He is the winner of numerous awards such as the National 

Book Award, the O. Henry Award, the Lambada Literary Award and even the Oscar for 

best-adapted screenplay for the Cider House Rules.

coached as a wrestler until

John Irving invites us to read the first few paragraphs of a new novel, rather than the 

synopsis, to find out what the novel is about ... he says "the author just wants you to 

begin reading." 

True to these words, Irving straight away plunges us into the strange world of Juan 

Diego, now in his 50s and a successful author. In the first chapter of his new book 

Avenue of Mysteries, we are introduced to his double identity, in fact, it even tells 

how the story is going to progress:

life of the protagonist, unveils itself in layers and one's curiosity is piqued by the 

different shades of the quirky characters littered in the book. 

In his latest offering, Irving takes on magic

and identity. The past is revealed through a series of Juan Diego's dreams, where we 

travel with him to Mexico from present day USA and meet his younger

speaks in a garbled tongue, due to a defective larynx, which only he can understand, and 

interprets for the world, often tempering her harsh and straightforward views. She is a 

bit of a clairvoyant who can predict the future, or so she thinks, and can read minds and 

believes her actions form the future. 

 

  

 

 

The World of Books on EnglishWaves. Together 

let us embark on a journey, exploring unchartered territory 

and discovering new worlds. It is said that books open the eyes of the soul. They often 

crystallize the wisdom of the ages or simply tell a beautiful story. In this new series, we 

known author and his or her latest work and delving into it. Do 

write back to us, if there is any particular author or book you would like us to present.

In our first episode, we discuss the well-known novelist John Irving. Born in Exeter, New 

Hampshire in 1942, he published his first novel when he was just 26. He won 

international acclaim for his novels such as The World According to Garp, The Cider 

House Rules and many more. He is the winner of numerous awards such as the National 

, the O. Henry Award, the Lambada Literary Award and even the Oscar for 

screenplay for the Cider House Rules. What is less known is that he 

until he turned 47! 

John Irving invites us to read the first few paragraphs of a new novel, rather than the 

synopsis, to find out what the novel is about ... he says "the author just wants you to 

True to these words, Irving straight away plunges us into the strange world of Juan 

Diego, now in his 50s and a successful author. In the first chapter of his new book 

Avenue of Mysteries, we are introduced to his double identity, in fact, it even tells 

how the story is going to progress: seamlessly between the present and the past. The 

life of the protagonist, unveils itself in layers and one's curiosity is piqued by the 

different shades of the quirky characters littered in the book.  

ering, Irving takes on magic realism and explores the concepts of ageing 

and identity. The past is revealed through a series of Juan Diego's dreams, where we 

travel with him to Mexico from present day USA and meet his younger

led tongue, due to a defective larynx, which only he can understand, and 

interprets for the world, often tempering her harsh and straightforward views. She is a 

who can predict the future, or so she thinks, and can read minds and 

ves her actions form the future.  

eyes of the soul. They often 

crystallize the wisdom of the ages or simply tell a beautiful story. In this new series, we 

known author and his or her latest work and delving into it. Do 

or or book you would like us to present. 

known novelist John Irving. Born in Exeter, New 

Hampshire in 1942, he published his first novel when he was just 26. He won 

World According to Garp, The Cider 

House Rules and many more. He is the winner of numerous awards such as the National 

, the O. Henry Award, the Lambada Literary Award and even the Oscar for 

is less known is that he 

John Irving invites us to read the first few paragraphs of a new novel, rather than the 

synopsis, to find out what the novel is about ... he says "the author just wants you to 

True to these words, Irving straight away plunges us into the strange world of Juan 

Diego, now in his 50s and a successful author. In the first chapter of his new book 

Avenue of Mysteries, we are introduced to his double identity, in fact, it even tells us 

seamlessly between the present and the past. The 

life of the protagonist, unveils itself in layers and one's curiosity is piqued by the 

realism and explores the concepts of ageing 

and identity. The past is revealed through a series of Juan Diego's dreams, where we 

travel with him to Mexico from present day USA and meet his younger sister Lupe, who 

led tongue, due to a defective larynx, which only he can understand, and 

interprets for the world, often tempering her harsh and straightforward views. She is a 

who can predict the future, or so she thinks, and can read minds and 



The story begins with Diego travelling to the Philippines to fulfill a promise he made to a 

hippie he met in a garbage dump in Mexico where he grew up. Both brother and sister 

live with the garbage dump's boss who has decided to take care of them as a promise to 

their mother. Though the children take him as their father, his relationship with them is 

never clarified nor the identity of their father revealed. Later on, they are moved to the 

orphanage of the Lost Children, after Diego meets with an accident due to the Boss's 

negligence and is disabled for life, though they are not technically orphans since they 

have a mother who is a prostitute and also cleans the orphanage. The transition 

between the past and the present is so beautifully accomplished, that you cannot help 

but marvel at the skill with which it is done. The humor in the novel is like a breath of 

fresh air.  

Another recurring theme in the novel is the power of the Catholic Church and the 

relationship between Mexico's natives and their Spanish colonisers. This is dealt with 

through Diego's ability to teach himself to read by picking up books thrown on the 

dump. Most of which are tomes discarded by the local church in their endeavor to 

destroy controversial books. The literature studies are dealt with wit.  

In the present, Diego is shown to be on medication but since he has stopped taking it he 

ends up sleeping in taxis, planes, hotels, dreaming of his upbringing, making it come 

alive for the reader. In the plane he meets with an aggressive mother-daughter pair who 

love his work and can quote it back to him. They foist themselves on him, promising to 

take care of him (which they do in more ways than one!). There is a bit of flirting on all 

fronts and also some doubt as to whether they really exist or are only in Diego's 

imagination. 

The plot is exhaustive and meandering but raises some important questions on identity, 

of acceptance and escape. Reviews of this work show how others notice themes that 

Irving uses in all his books, like, abortion, circus, orphan and transvestite. 

But for me, a first-time reader of Irving, his imagination and humor, and his ability to 

take on complex subjects and write them with wit and humor, was awe-inspiring. 

Reminds me of some of the great writers who use these very tools to spin a tale and 

make us think. 

Make sure to pick up this book for your next weekend treat. Until next time, keep 

reading and stay tuned to EnglishWaves. 


