
 

 

 

 

Speeches that have marked history 

Joe Biden addresses George Floyd protests 

June 2, 2020 – Philadelphia – USA 

"I can't breathe." "I can't breathe." 

George Floyd's last words. But they didn't die with him. They're still being heard. Echoing all 
across this nation. 

They speak to a nation where too often just the color of your skin puts your life at risk. 

They speak to a nation where more than 100,000 people have lost their lives to a virus -- and 
40 million have filed for unemployment -- with a disproportionate number of those deaths 
and job losses concentrated in black and brown communities. 

And they speak to a nation where every day millions of people -- not at the moment of losing 
their life -- but in the course of living their life -- are saying to themselves, "I can't breathe." 

It's a wake-up call to our nation in my view. It’s for all of us. 

And I mean all of us. It's not the first time we've heard those words -- they're the same words 
we heard from Eric Garner when his life was taken away six years ago. 

But it's time to listen to those words. To try to understand them. To respond to them –respond 
with action. 

The country is crying out for leadership. Leadership that can unite us. Leadership that brings 
us together. Leadership that can recognize pain and deep grief of communities that have had 
a knee on their neck for a long time. 

There’s no place for violence. 

No place for looting or destroying property or burning churches, or destroying businesses — 
many of them built by the very people of color who for the first time in their lives were 
beginning to realize their dreams and build wealth for their families. 

Nor is it acceptable for our police — sworn to protect and serve all people — to escalate 
tension, resort to excessive violence. 

We need to distinguish between legitimate peaceful protest — and opportunistic violent 
destruction. 

We have to be vigilant about the violence that's being done by this incumbent president to 
our economy and to the pursuit of justice. 

When peaceful protestors dispersed in order for a President, a President from the doorstep 
of the people's house, the White House - using tear gas and flash grenades - in order to stage 
a photo op, a photo op, at one of the most historic churches in the country or at least in 
Washington DC, we can be forgiven for believing the president’s more interested in, in power 
than in principle. 



More interested in serving the passions of his base than the needs of the people in his care. 

For that's what the presidency is: the duty to care — to care for all of us, not just those who 
vote for us, but all of us, not just our donors, but all of us. 

The President held up the bible at St. John's church yesterday. I just wish he opened it once in 
a while instead of brandishing it. 

If he opened it, he could have learned something: They’re all called to love one another as we 
love ourselves. 

It’s really hard work. But it's the work of America. 

Donald Trump isn't interested in doing that work. 

Instead he's preening and sweeping away all the guardrails that have long protected our 
democracy. 

Guardrails that have helped make possible this nation's path to more perfect union. 

A union that constantly requires reform and rededication -- and yes, the protest from voices 
that are mistreated, ignored, left out or left behind. 

But it is a union, union worth fighting for and that's why I'm running for President. 

In addition to the Bible, the President might also want to open the U.S. Constitution once in a 
while. 

If he did, he'd find a thing called the First Amendment. And what it says in the beginning, it 
says "the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition their government for 
redress of grievances."That’s kind of an essential notion built into this country. 

Mr. President: That’s America. That’s America. 

No horses rising up on their hind legs to push back peaceful protest. Not using the American 
military to move against the American people. This is a nation of values. Our freedom to speak 
is a cherished knowledge that lives inside every American, almost from the time you’re a kid. 

We will not allow any President to quiet our voice. 

We won't let those who see this as an opportunity to sow chaos throw up a smokescreen to 
distract us from the very real and legitimate grievances at the heart of these protests. 

We can't, we can’t leave this moment, can’t leave this moment thinking that we can once 
again turn away and do nothing. We can't do that this time, we just can’t.  

 


