The Limitations and Risks of Artificial Intelligence
Text

Despite its many advantages, artificial intelligence (Al) is not infallible. While Al can streamline processes, generate ideas, and provide rapid
access to information, it is important to recognize that it can also make mistakes. Al systems can produce incorrect information, omit critical
nuances, or generate responses that appear convincing but are not accurate. These limitations underscore the necessity of maintaining a critical
mindset and verifying important information before acting on it. Users must remember that Al is a tool designed to assist human judgment, not
to replace it.

One of the primary risks of relying on Al is the potential for errors in its outputs. Al systems operate based on patterns learned from large
datasets, but they do not possess true understanding or reasoning. As a result, they may draw incorrect conclusions, misinterpret context, or
present outdated or biased information. In some cases, Al may generate content that is entirely fabricated, such as invented statistics, quotations,
or references. Without careful evaluation, users may unknowingly propagate these errors, leading to flawed decisions or

miscommunication. Therefore, it is essential to cross-check critical information with reliable sources and apply human judgment to assess its
validity.

Another significant limitation of Al lies in its lack of nuance. While it can process vast amounts of data quickly, it may struggle with subtlety,
ambiguity, or context-dependent interpretations. Complex problems that require ethical considerations, cultural sensitivity, or emotional
intelligence may exceed the capabilities of Al. For example, in fields such as law, medicine, or customer relations, an Al-generated
recommendation might overlook important contextual factors that a human expert would consider. Relying solely on Al in such scenarios can
result in decisions that are technically coherent but practically inappropriate, emphasizing the need for human oversight.

Data privacy and security constitute additional critical concerns. Al systems often rely on large volumes of sensitive information to generate
accurate outputs. Improper handling of this data - whether through accidental exposure, insecure storage, or misuse - can pose serious risks to
individuals and organizations. Companies must implement strict policies to safeguard confidential information, ensuring that sensitive data is
protected and that Al tools comply with legal and regulatory requirements. Failure to manage these risks properly can lead to financial loss,
reputational damage, or legal liabilities. Users must therefore exercise caution when sharing information with Al platforms, especially if it involves
proprietary or personal data.

The potential for overreliance on Al also presents a noteworthy risk. While Al can provide guidance, suggestions, and insights, excessive trust in
its outputs may reduce critical thinking and diminish human responsibility. Users who accept Al-generated information uncritically may overlook
errors, misinterpret results, or fail to consider alternative perspectives. This can be particularly problematic in decision-making processes where
accountability is essential. Organizations should cultivate a culture in which Al is treated as a support tool rather than an absolute authority,
ensuring that final decisions remain the responsibility of informed humans.

Bias is another inherent limitation of Al. Because Al models learn from existing datasets, they can reproduce and even amplify biases present in
the data. These biases can manifest in a variety of ways, affecting hiring decisions, financial evaluations, or predictive analyses. If unaddressed,
such biases can lead to unfair or discriminatory outcomes. Organizations need to be aware of this risk and implement processes to audit Al
outputs, review datasets, and adjust algorithms to mitigate bias. Transparency in how Al systems operate and the datasets they rely on is
essential to maintain trust and ensure ethical use.

Legal and regulatory compliance is another critical factor. Al applications must operate within the framework of applicable laws and internal
organizational policies. In many industries, regulatory requirements dictate how information can be collected, processed, and stored. Using Al
without a full understanding of these obligations can expose organizations to sanctions, penalties, or compliance violations. Companies should
establish clear guidelines for Al use, provide training for staff, and continuously monitor compliance to reduce these risks.

Ethical considerations further highlight the limitations of Al. Even when technically proficient, Al does not possess moral reasoning. It cannot
inherently distinguish between actions that are ethically appropriate and those that are not. Decisions with ethical implications require human
judgment to evaluate potential impacts on individuals, communities, and society at large. Users must remain vigilant in ensuring that Al is applied
responsibly, and that human values guide its integration into organizational processes.

It is also important to recognize that Al depends on data quality. Poor, incomplete, or outdated data can lead to inaccurate outputs, misguiding
decisions, or reducing the effectiveness of Al solutions. Continuous monitoring, validation, and updating of datasets are necessary to maintain
reliability over time. Users must remain actively involved in overseeing data quality and ensuring that Al outputs are grounded in accurate and
relevant information.

In summary, while Al offers powerful capabilities and substantial benefits, it also comes with significant limitations and risks. Errors, lack of
nuance, data privacy concerns, overreliance, bias, regulatory requirements, ethical considerations, and dependency on high-quality data all
highlight the importance of careful and informed use. Al should be regarded as an assistive tool, designed to support human judgment rather
than replace it. Organizations and individuals must adopt a critical mindset, verify outputs, protect sensitive information, and maintain
accountability to mitigate potential risks.

By acknowledging these limitations, users can leverage Al effectively while minimizing negative consequences. Understanding that Al is not
infallible encourages a balanced approach: it can accelerate tasks, provide insights, and facilitate decision-making, but its outputs must always be
contextualized, evaluated, and validated by human expertise. The responsible integration of Al ensures that its benefits are realized while
safeguarding against misuse, errors, and unintended consequences.

Ultimately, this theme underscores a fundamental principle: Al is a powerful tool, but not an absolute truth. Its use requires discernment,
oversight, and ethical responsibility. When applied thoughtfully, Al can enhance productivity, support informed decisions, and facilitate
innovation, but its limitations must always be respected to prevent overreliance and potential harm. The careful management of Al’s risks and
constraints ensures that it remains a valuable and effective instrument, complementing human intelligence rather than substituting for it.
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Vocabulary (60 Words)

Artificial intelligence - Intelligence artificielle

Al > 1A

Infallible - Infaillible

To streamline processes - Rationaliser les processus
Rapid access - Acces rapide

Incorrect information - Information incorrecte Critical nuance
- Nuance essentielle

Convincing response - Réponse convaincante
Limitation - Limite

Critical mindset - Esprit critique

Human judgment - Jugement humain

Output = Résultat produit Dataset

- Jeu de données

Understanding -> Compréhension

Reasoning - Raisonnement

Incorrect conclusion - Conclusion incorrecte

To misinterpret context - Mal interpréter le contexte
Outdated information - Information obsoléte
Biased information - Information biaisée

Fabricated content - Contenu inventé

Invented statistic - Statistique inventée

Quotation -> Citation

Reference - Référence

Evaluation - Evaluation

Flawed decision - Décision erronée
Miscommunication - Mauvaise communication

To cross-check —> Vérifier par recoupement

Reliable source - Source fiable

Validity - Validité

Lack of nuance - Manque de nuance

Subtlety = Subtilité
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Ambiguity - Ambiguité

Context-dependent > Dépendant du contexte Ethical
consideration - Considération éthique

Cultural sensitivity - Sensibilité culturelle
Emotional intelligence - Intelligence émotionnelle
Recommendation - Recommandation

Contextual factor - Facteur contextuel

Human oversight - Supervision humaine

Data privacy - Confidentialité des données
Security - Sécurité

Sensitive information > Information sensible
Accidental exposure - Exposition accidentelle
Insecure storage - Stockage non sécurisé

Misuse - Mauvaise utilisation

Confidential information - Information confidentielle
Regulatory requirement - Exigence réglementaire
Legal liability - Responsabilité juridique
Proprietary data - Données propriétaires

Personal data - Données personnelles
Overreliance - Dépendance excessive

Guidance > Conseil / orientation

Insight - Analyse / éclairage

Accountability - Responsabilité

Bias -> Biais

Discriminatory outcome - Résultat discriminatoire
To audit - Auditer

Transparency - Transparence

Compliance - Conformité

Governance - Gouvernance
Questionnaire (8 Questions)

1. What is the main idea of the text?

a) Al has benefits but also limitations and risks
b) Al should never be used

c) Alis always perfect

2. Why can Al produce errors?

a) Because it works from learned patterns, not true understanding
b) Because it refuses to use data

c) Because humans never train it

3. What can Al sometimes fabricate?
a) Only images of animals

b) Statistics, quotations or references
c) Physical products

4. What should users do with critical information produced by Al?



a) Delete all sources
b) Cross-check it with reliable sources

c) Accept it immediately

5. What can happen if Al lacks nuance?

a) It may miss subtle, cultural, ethical or contextual factors
b) It becomes legally responsible

c) It always improves emotion

6. What is a major data-related concern?
a) Privacy and security

b) The colour of software

c) The size of the office

7. Why is overreliance on Al risky?
a) It can reduce critical thinking and human responsibility

b) Itimproves all decisions automatically
c) It eliminates all bias

8. What does the conclusion say Al should be considered?
a) A perfect replacement for judgment

b) A human being

c) A powerful tool, but not an absolute truth

Answers
Question 1: ¢

Question 2: a
Question 3: ¢
Question 4: b
Question 5: a
Question 6: a
Question 7: a

Question 8: ¢



